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RESOLUTION MSC.180(79)
(adopted on 9 December 2004)

AMENDMENTS TO THE SEAFARERS’ TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND
WATCHKEEPING (STCW) CODE

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE,

RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization
concerning the functions of the Committee,

RECALLING FURTHER article XII and regulation 1/1.2.3 of the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW),
1978 (hereinafter referred to as *“the Convention”) concerning the procedures for amending
Part A of the Seafarers’ Training, Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW) Code,

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its seventy-ninth session, amendments to Part A of the
STCW Code proposed and circulated in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(i) of the Convention,

1. ADOPTS, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(iv) of the Convention, amendments to the
STCW Code, the text of which is set out in the Annex to the present resolution;

2. DETERMINES, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(vii)(2) of the Convention, that the
said amendments to the STCW Code shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 January 2006
unless, prior to that date, more than one third of Parties to the Convention or Parties the
combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 50% of the gross tonnage of the
world’s merchant shipping of ships of 100 gross tonnage or more, have notified their objections
to the amendments;

3. INVITES Parties to the Convention to note that, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(ix)
of the Convention, the annexed amendments to the STCW Code shall enter into force on
1 July 2006 upon their acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above;

4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in conformity with article XII(1)(a)(v) of the
Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the amendments
contained in the Annex to all Parties to the Convention;

= FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution and
its Annex to Members of the Organization, which are not Parties to the Convention.



ANNEX
AMENDMENTS TO THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING, CERTIFICATION
AND WATCHKEEPING (STCW) CODE
Table A-VI/2-1 — Specifications of minimum standards of competence in survival crafts and

rescue boats other than fast rescue boats.

With respect to Competence “Take charge of a survival craft or rescue boat during and after
launch” (Column 1) amend as follows:

1 In column 2, the following two items are added at the end of the seventh paragraph:
“Dangers associated with the use of on-load release devices”

“Knowledge of maintenance procedures”

2 In column 3, the following additional text is added at the end of subparagraph .4:
“and operate off-load and on-load release devices.”
3 In column 3, the following additional text is added at the end of the present text of
subparagraph .5:

“including the proper resetting of both off-load and on-load release devices.”

4 In column 4, the following new item is added at the end of the third paragraph:

“Equipment is operated in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions for release
and resetting.”
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